BRIDGNORTH 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
FOR  THE  YEiiR  1 9 4 6. 


L.  E.  DICKSON,  M.D 


BRIDGNORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUMCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

ti  14-1.  honour  of  presenting  the  ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the 

Health  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  L.  e.  Dickson, _M.D.  (part- 

Sanitary  and  Pood  Inspector  (1/1/46  - 31/10/46)  D.  C.  Youmrer  ' t 

Sanitary  Inspector  (1/11/46  - k>12/46)  ^ R.  Powell,  CerU^iri.E. 


S^ec.  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ApffiA* 

Area  in  acres.  ... 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 
population  mid  1946 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1946 
according  to  the  Rate  Book 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


• • • 
• • • 
t • t 


4 • • 
• • • 
• • • 


101,040 

12,690 

3,464 

£57,261 

£261.6*7. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEiiR. 


Live  Births.  Total. 

Legitimate.  249 
Illegitimate.  9 

Still  Biths. 

Legitimate.  3 

Illegitimate. 

Deaths.  139 


) Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 
/ the  estimated  resident 
123  126  ) population. 

5 4 ) 


20,3 


3 

62 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil.) 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil.) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ase. 

^6'tal. — — 

Legitimate.  7 34 

Illegitimate.  - - „ 

Death  Rates. 


) Rato  per  1,000  total 
) live  and  still  births  11.4 


77  ) Death  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  average 
population.  10,9 


Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births.  Nil. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  .. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


• • • 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  " Measles  " " 

„ " Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


t • • 
• • • 


• • • 
• • • 


• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 


27,9 

28.1 

Nil. 

24 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


The  death  14  Female. 

17.2%  of  estimated  population  was  1.89  and 

01  all  deaths  were  due  to  cancer. 
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Causes  of  Deaths , 


Cardlo  Vascular  Diseases 
Cancer 

Tuberculosis  ... 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 
Accidental  Deaths  ... 

All  Other  Causes  ... 


139 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTPI  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Eublic  Health  Officers  ••  see  above* 

Tnere  has  been  no  change  in  the  following  services 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

(b ) Ambulance  ” 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home, 

(dj  Treatment  Centres  etc. 

(e)  Hospitals. 


• • • 
• • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 

• • • 


48 

24 

6 

18 

7 

5 

31 


^\c.  C*  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A report  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Powell,  is  appended. 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Comprehensive  Scheme. 


Major  A.  H.  S»  Waters  of  Birmingham  the  Connp-ii  fa 

W^tlr^L^hlme^forSo  R::arS^s?r!ct:°'’"C  Co™cu‘’hav:"^^’'° 

suStted*to  them’^*'and‘^h°“’'^i"®  which  have  bLn 

brepare  ^ instructed  Major  Waters  to 

Ministry  of  Health. sstimatos  for  approval  by  the 
Highley . 


sss  s ss.'*; 

supplied  during  this  period?  to  keep  all  users 

Alveloy. 


had  b^n  loun“?f  water  in  the  Parish 

Council  InstTOc^od  Llof  WaJor^?ielr  rf 

prepare  a schedule  involvln<7  . ^o^^s^lting  Engineer,  to 

operated  pump,  using  main  aid  s electrically 
Sanction  to  accept  thriLd^n  or  m ^^^''^ted  storage  towor. 

since  noarlnn  oomplotlon. 

Insufficient  and  dofectlvo®Ld  n LJ?  P>^vod  to  bo  quite 
for  the  purpose  of“fnl“lslnf  tL?f  siLf®  Phopared 
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Claverley . 


During  the  year  the  Council  requested  the  Wolverhamnton 

prepare  a scheme  of  water 

supply  for  this  Parish*  Plans  and  estimates  have  been 
approved  and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  work  within  the  near  future. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Hlghley * 


In  addition  to  purchasing  the  Highley  Mining  Company’s 
waterworks,  the  Council  have  also  purchased  the  village 
sewers  and  two  sewage  disposal  works  at  Wrens  Nest  and  New 
England*  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ  outdoor 
staff  to  maintain  these  works  in  good  order. 

Claverley. 


fact  that  water  mains  are  to  be  laid  in 
this  village,  the  Council  have  Instructed  Major  A.  H*  S. 
Waters,  their  Consulting  Engineer,  to  prepare  a scheme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Claverley. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


Hlghley. 


Highley  Mining  Company  ceased  collecting  refuse 

f ^ f ^ have  now  taken  over 

system  is  working  quite  efficiently  and 
little  difficulty  has  so  far  been  encountered. 


. D.  HOUSING. 


was  no  marked  activity  in  the  erection  of  new 

steady  progress  was  maintained 
and  a total  of  14  new  dwellings  was  provided.  Of  these  4 
were  Council  houses,  6 were  erected  under  Sec.  3(1)  of  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  the  remaining  4 
being  accounted  for  by  private  enterprise.  ^ 

Details  of  the  year’s  progress  are  as  follows:-* 


Parish. 


Chet ton. 
Stottesdon. 

Tasloy. 

Shipton. 

Middleton  Scrlvon. 
Monkhopton. 


Number  of  Houses  completed 

during  the  year. 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 


E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Slaughtering  of  animals  continued  to  be  carried  out  at 
Wolverhampton  and  moat  distributed  throu^  Bridgnorth  under 
reasonably  satisfactory  conditions.  Details  of  food 

Mr?  P^ellts  report!'®"’  are  again  given  in 

Multeration.  No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter. 


- 3 -* 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2894916x 


prevalence  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  & OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1946. 


j Disease. 

1 

1 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

— — 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

T 

1 Total 

Deaths . 

Civ . 

Non-Civ . 

Civ. 

Non- Civ. 

Civ. 

Non-Giy.  j 

i 

j Small  Pox. 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever. 

6 

* 1 

6 

** 

Diphtheria. 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever. 

j 

“ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

2 

1 

“ 

i Pneumonia. 

12 

10  i 

10 

j Measles. 

16 

2 : 

•• 

2 

! Whooping  Cough. 

28 

1 

mm 

‘ Erysipelas. 

i 

••  \ 

' Ophthalmia  j 

1 

1 

j Neonatorum. 

Ml 

1 

I 

i 

1 Malaria. 

1 ‘ 

! 

• 

3 j 

1 

- 

3 j 

■ 1 

— 

i 

i 

— ■ »j 

^ ^ epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease  during  the 

practic^ly  all  infectious  diseaserweL 
the  smallest  for  some  years. 


No  case  of  Diphtheria  or  Enteric  Fever  was  notified, 
piphthoria  Immunisat ion. 


+-v,ic  County  Authority  is  responsible  for  propaganda  for 

immunisation  is  usually  carried  out  by  County 
Health  Officers,  but  where  this  is  impracticable,  maybe  carried 
out  by  local  Medical  Practitioners  to  whom  payment  may  be  made. 

returns  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1946:- 

oompletad  a full  course  of  Inmunisatlon 
<i\j  any  time  up  to  the  31st  Decemoer,  1946. 


ImmunlsatiordSlng  Se^yeT  « ^-11  c°^3e  of  Primary 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection. 


1 — - — — ■ 

1 

j Under  5 years. 

5-14  years. 

Total. 

164 

15 

169 
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Numbsr  of  children  who  were  given  a secondary  or 
reinforcing  injection  during  the  year:- 

The  percentage  of  children  considered  to  be  immunised  at 
Slst  December,  1946,  were;- 


Under  5 years. 

5-14  years. 

47% 

69% 

There  wore  no  deaths  from,  nor  notifications  of. 
Diphtheria  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Now  cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1946. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths . 

Age  Groups . 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

•Resp . 

Respiratory. 

Non-Re sp . 

M. 

M. 

,1 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

P. 

P. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

3 

1 

1 

m 

1 

- 

- 

25 

1 

«• 

- 

1 

«« 

35 

1 

- 

■. 

- 

1 

. 

- 

45 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

.. 

55 

1 

- 

- 

<- 

— 

- 

65  & over. 

* 

— 

- 

1 

Totals . 

6 



3 



- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Both  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  and  the  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  wore  smaller  than  in  the  previous  year. 


SCABIES.  ; 

Sporadic  cases  of  this  complaint  occurred  during  the  year, 
but  on  a smaller  scalo  than  in  any  year  since  1939. 


I have  the  honour  to  bo,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 

Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


L,  E.  DICKSON. 


Medical  Officox'  of  Health. 


4th  March,  1948 


BRIDGNORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  51ST.  DEC., 1946. 


COMPLAINTS. 


Eighty-four  were  received  during  the  year  of  various 
natures  and  conditions,  and  all  were  inspected  and  the  necessary 
action  taken  to  have  the  cause  of  complaint  remedied. 

V^ATER  analysis. 


During  the  year,  10  bacteriological  water  samples  were 
taken,  the  results  of  the  analyses  being  as  follows 


2 

in 

Class 

I 

(Highly  Satisfactory). 

1 

in 

Class 

II 

(Satisfactory) . 

1 

in 

Class 

III  (Suspicious). 

6 

in 

Class 

IV 

(Unsatisfactory) . 

In  addition,  six  chemical  water  samples  were  taken,  the 
analysis  of  the  water  in  all  cases  being  satisfactory. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


The  following  articles  o 
the  year  and  found  unfit  for  human 

Tinned  Meat. 

Bacon. 

Tea. 

Jam. 

Sugar. 

Fresh  and  Dried  Fruit. 
Butter,  Cheese  and  Fats. 
Porage  Oats. 

Biscuits  and  Flour. 
Miscellaneous . 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


foodstuffs  were  inspected  during 
consumption: - 

30  lbs. 

6l|  lbs.  . 

2-|  lbs . 

1 lb. 

38i  lbs. 

26  lbs. 

125f  lbs. 

4 lbs . 

13-^  lbs . 

52  tins . 


There  are  approximately  220  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  on  the 
register  at  the  present  tjjne , and  whenever  possible  the  attention 
of  the  producers  has  been  called  to  the  requirements  of  the  Order 
in  respect  of  the  sanitary  conditions  in  which  these  premises 
are  required  to  be  kept. 

There  are  19  Accredited  Milk  producers  and  81  Tuberculin 

Tested, 


HOUSING. 


^ Total  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  under 
the  rtural  Housing  Survey  493. 


Yours  obediently. 


RONALD  POWELL. 


CERT,  S.I.B. 
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